DEVELOPMENT AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE
Tuesday, May 11, 2021 – 1:00 p.m.
AGENDA
1.

Call to order.

2.

Roll call.

3.

Disclosure of pecuniary interest and general nature thereof.

4.

Adoption of minutes of previous meeting held on April 13, 2021 (attached).

5.

Delegations: None at time of mailing.

6.

Development and Property
(a) Department Report
(b) Economic Development Division Report
(c) Ottawa Valley Tourist Association Report
(d) Enterprise Renfrew County Report
(e) Forestry and GIS Division Report
(f) Real Property Assets Division Report
(g) Planning Services Division Report
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7.

New Business.

8.

Closed Meeting – Labour Relations or Employee Negotiations (Department
Structure).

9.

Date of next meeting (Tuesday, June 15, 2021) and adjournment.

NOTE:

(a) County Council: Wednesday, May 26, 2021.
(b) Submissions received from the public, either orally or in writing may
become part of the public record.
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Strategic Plan
Strategic Plan Goal # 1: To inform the Federal and Provincial government on our
unique needs so that Renfrew County residents get their “fair share”.
Initiatives:
(a) Create a strategic communications plan
(b) Identify and advocate for issues important to the County of Renfrew.
Strategic Plan Goal # 2: Fiscal sustainability for the Corporation of the County of
Renfrew and its ratepayers.
Initiatives:
(a) Commitment from Council supporting principles within the Long-Term
Financial Plan
(b) Establish Contingency Plan to respond to provincial and federal financial
pressures and opportunities beyond the Long-Term Financial Plan.
Strategic Plan Goal # 3: Find cost savings that demonstrate our leadership while
still meeting community needs.
Initiatives:
(a) Complete community needs assessment
(b) With identified partners implement plan to optimize service delivery to the
benefit of our residents.
Strategic Plan Goal # 4: Position the County of Renfrew so that residents benefit
from advances in technology, to ensure that residents and staff have fair,
affordable and reasonable access to technology.
Initiatives:
(a) Ensure that the County of Renfrew is top of the list for Eastern Ontario
Regional Network funding for mobile broadband
(b) Lobby for secure and consistent radio systems for first responders and
government
(c) Put a County of Renfrew technology strategy in place.
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COUNTY OF RENFREW
DEVELOPMENT AND PROPERTY DEPARTMENT REPORT
TO:

Development and Property Committee

FROM:

Craig Kelley, Director of Development and Property

DATE:

May 11, 2021

SUBJECT:

Department Report

INFORMATION
1.

Financial Report [Strategic Plan Goal No. 2]
Attached as Appendix I is a copy of the March 2021 Treasurer’s Report for
the Development and Property Department.

2.

Residential and Condo Sale Statistics
Attached as Appendix II are the statistics for the residential and condo sales
for all the municipalities within the County of Renfrew.

3.

Ontario Golfing Prohibition
Attached as Appendix III is a resolution from Brantford City Council
requesting the Province of Ontario to withdraw its prohibition on golfing
and any other outdoor recreational activities.

4.

Appointment of Manager of Planning
Effective May 10, 2021, Bruce Howarth will be filling the role as Manager of
Planning Services (Acting).
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5.

Economic Development Division
Attached as Appendix IV is the Economic Development Division Report,
prepared by Mr. Alastair Baird, Manager of Economic Development,
providing an update on activities.

6.

Ottawa Valley Tourist Association
Attached as Appendix V is the Ottawa Valley Tourist Association Report,
prepared by Mr. Alastair Baird, Manager of Economic Development,
providing an update on activities.

7.

Enterprise Renfrew County
Attached as Appendix VI is the Enterprise Renfrew County Report, prepared
by Mr. Alastair Baird, Manager of Economic Development, providing an
update on activities.

8.

Forestry and GIS Division
Attached as Appendix VII is the Forestry and GIS Division Report, prepared
by Mr. Jason Davis, Manager of Forestry and GIS, providing an update on
activities.

9.

Real Property Assets Division
Attached as Appendix VIII is the Real Property Assets Division Report,
prepared by Mr. Craig Kelley, Director of Development and Property,
providing an update on activities.

10.

Planning Division
Attached as Appendix IX is the Planning Division Report, prepared by Mr.
Craig Kelley, Director of Development and Property, providing an update on
activities.
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Appendix IV

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIVISION REPORT
Prepared by: Alastair Baird, Manager of Economic Development
Prepared for: Development and Property Committee
May 11, 2021
INFORMATION
1.

GIS Planning’s Zoom Prospector Now Live and Featuring Renfrew County
Industrial Properties [Strategic Plan Goal No. 3(b)]
Renfrew County Economic Development, in partnership with Ontario East
Economic Development Commission, has subscribed to GIS Planning’s
Zoom Prospector online tool. The site will feature Renfrew County
industrial properties available for sale or lease and this information
becomes part of an internationally accessible database. Business
Development Officer, David Wybou is leading the project for the County of
Renfrew, which will help promote local industrial buildings and properties
to site selectors, business people and entrepreneurs. The tool also features
local demographic data and industry intelligence.

2.

Taste of the Valley to Create New Local Food Videos [Strategic Plan Goal
No. 3(b)]
To mitigate the challenges of hosting live events with health concerns over
the spread of COVID-19, for Taste of the Valley in 2021, on-line events will
be developed to maintain the momentum of Taste of the Valley in local and
regional markets. Economic Development Services will develop food show
and unique cooking experience videos featuring local chefs preparing meals
on site at local farms and restaurants that will feature a broad range of
locally grown and produced products along with information on how and
where they can be purchased across Renfrew County. This project will
support the virtual Taste of the Valley on-line marketplace which launches
soon.
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3.

Meetings with Global First Power-micro Small Modular Reactor (mSMR)
Developer locating at Chalk River Laboratories (CRL) [Strategic Plan Goal
No.1(b)]
Economic Development Staff recently held two separate meetings with
representatives of Global First Power (GFP). GFP is the first company to be
approved by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) to develop
and demonstrate the operation of a SMR at Chalk River Laboratories. SMR
technology development is a key strategic initiative for Canadian Nuclear
Laboratories in the clean energy sector in addition to their work in
Hydrogen Technology, Reactor Sustainability and the development of
Advanced Fuels.

4.

Socio/Economic/Environmental Impact of Canadian Nuclear Laboratories
and Chalk River Laboratories on Renfrew County [Strategic Plan Goal
No.1(b)]
The final report developed from this study is now complete and County
Council has received an electronic version. A hard copy of the report is
being distributed to each County Councillor and to our local MP, MPP, the
Mayor of the City of Pembroke and the Warden of Pontiac County.

RESOLUTIONS
5.

Financial Contribution to the Ottawa River Waterway [Strategic Plan Goal
No. 3(b)]

Recommendation: THAT the Development and Property Committee recommend
that County Council approve the provision of up to $5,000 to support the
marketing of the Ottawa River Waterway and the many tourism opportunities it
presents for visitors and residents alike;
AND FURTHER THAT the contribution is subject to a matching contribution from
the City of Pembroke being provided and a requirement that the contribution is
directed only at marketing the waterway to an audience and market that the
Ottawa Valley Tourist Association (OVTA) has, will or may also identify as a viable
market for watersports tourism.
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Background
Warden Jane Toller was a delegation to Development and Property Committee on
Tuesday, February 9, 2021, at which time she presented an overview of plans by
MRC Pontiac to revitalize the boat haul around system and motorboat touring on
the Ottawa River. At one time there had been a coordinated system of staff,
trucks and adjustable trailers located at existing or newly built boat ramps from
Lake Temiskaming to Fitzroy Harbour in West Carleton/City of Ottawa. Known as
the Temiskawa Waterway it operated for a few years but the service gradually
deteriorated as funding was depleted. There is still a limited boat haul around
service being offered around some of the Ontario Power Generation and Hydro
Quebec generating stations, across Allumette Island and also between the Rideau
Canal and Arnprior. Warden Toller wishes to revitalize the truck and trailer boat
haul around system and market the Ottawa River Waterway to the boating public.
Warden Toller suggested a $5,000 contribution from the County of Renfrew to
assist the MRC Pontiac effort. Warden Toller made a similar delegation to the
City of Pembroke with the same request for a $5,000 financial contribution. City
staff are also preparing a report to City Council regarding the project and the
request for funding. A request was made to Warden Toller to send a letter
outlining the scale and scope of the project and how a financial contribution from
the County of Renfrew would be utilized. That letter was presented to
Committee at the April 13, 2021 meeting. At that time staff was directed to
investigate and prepare a recommendation for Committee.
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Appendix V

OTTAWA VALLEY TOURIST ASSOCIATION REPORT
Prepared by: Alastair Baird, Manager of Economic Development
Prepared for: Development and Property Committee
May 11, 2021
INFORMATION
OVTA Annual General Meeting [Strategic Plan Goal No. 3.]
A Save the Date was sent out to Ottawa Valley Tourist Association (OVTA)
members and stakeholders for the OVTA Virtual Annual General Meeting
(AGM) taking place on May 31, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. A link to the Zoom
meeting will be sent to those who have registered prior to the meeting.
The AGM will be an excellent opportunity for elected leaders to network
with our tourism industry and receive a valuable state of the local tourism
review of the past year and the highlights of planning for 2021, as we
gradually emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic and health and safety
precautions.
OVTA Road and Cycling Maps [Strategic Plan Goal No. 3.]
The OVTA 2021 Road Map and Cycling Map are in the final stages of design.
In this environment of local tourism as a priority, the OVTA Road Map, our
major and most universally representative print marketing, will be
distributed through Canada Post to all homes in Renfrew County.
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Appendix VI

ENTERPRISE RENFREW COUNTY REPORT
Prepared by: Alastair Baird, Manager of Economic Development
Prepared for: Development and Property Committee
May 11, 2021
INFORMATION
1.

Summer Company 2021 Student Entrepreneurs [Strategic Plan Goal No.
1(b)]
Two students have entered into Summer Company 2021 contracts with the
County. This is exciting as once again where in a COVID-19 environment,
our entrepreneurial students are taking the initiative to start up their own
business. Enterprise Renfrew County (ERC) can host seven student
entrepreneurs, providing up to $3,000 to each of them to develop and
operate their Summer Company enterprise.

2.

Starter Company Plus Program [Strategic Plan Goal No. 1(b)]
Sixteen applicants started their three-month training program on May 3,
2021. Enterprise Renfrew County and Economic Development Division
staff, volunteer mentors and local professionals from the insurance,
accounting, marketing, business planning and legal sectors all provide
valuable guidance and information to the clients.
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Appendix VII

FORESTRY AND GIS DIVISION REPORT
Prepared by: Jason Davis, Manager of Forestry and GIS
Prepared for: Development and Property Committee
May 11, 2021
INFORMATION
1.

Forestry Activities
(a)

It is anticipated that residents, landowners and municipalities will
start seeing the impacts of Gypsy Moth larvae feeding on trees soon
in hotspots within the County. Attached as Appendix FORGIS-I is an
information sheet from the Eastern Ontario Model Forest and
Invasive Species Centre which provides information pertinent to
Gypsy Moth in 2021. This resource will be useful if public inquiries
are as numerous as they were last year. [Strategic Plan Goal No. 3]

(b)

The County Forester was successful in her application to the
Inaugural Board to initiate the formation and establishment of the
Global Network for Young Professionals in Forestry (ForYP) and was
offered the position of Vice-Chair (North). The seven other members
of the board represent the United Kingdom, Kenya, Nigeria, New
Zealand and Philippines. The ForYP network is to be launched at the
May 2022 World Forestry Congress in Seoul, Republic of Korea. The
position on the board is a two-year term. Many of the meetings and
work will occur outside of work hours, but some work and
communication may take place during work hours.

(c)

Natural Resources Canada/Canadian Forest Service has requested
assistance in setting up and maintaining a trial site for parasitoid
release against invasive emerald ash borer in the local area. A site
has been selected for trial release in Pembroke for 2021, but NRCan
staff are unable to travel for field work due to COVID-19. As these
parasitic wasps are the best chance in the urgent fight against
emerald ash borer (EAB), this work is important in advancing the
research so that it may occur on a larger scale before EAB destroys
ash within its entire range. Many years of controlled trials are
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required before biological controls can be approved for implantation
on a wider scale. Further information is provided in an article on the
CTV News site “Canadian researchers successfully raise wasps that
kill the emerald ash borer.”
A similar trial occurred in the Town of Renfrew for several years.
Committee may recall that the EAB has spread rapidly across the
County in recent years; however, is not yet confirmed everywhere.
[Strategic Plan Goal No. 3]

2.

(d)

A Request for Quotation (RFQ) was issued April 16, 2021 for 16
hectares of manual tending around red and white pine trees planted
in 2017. Tending is required to ensure the trees are not overtopped
by faster-growing, competitive species. The RFQ closed on May 7,
2021.

(e)

Attached as Appendix FORGIS-II is a news release advising that on
May 6, 2021 the Ontario Government released the Draft Forest
Biomass Action Plan to help create jobs and reduce waste by
unlocking the potential forest biomass. The Ontario government is
promoting economic development and sustainable forest
management by releasing a draft Forest Biomass Action Plan for
public review and comment. Ontario’s action plan examines
innovative uses of forest biomass: mill by-products and other wood
matter with applications from heat and power generation to
sustainable, low-carbon consumer products.

Trails Activities – Renfrew County ATV Annual General Meeting
At the request of the Renfrew County ATV Club (RCATV) Chair Sweet and
County of Renfrew staff participated in the Annual General Meeting (AGM)
held virtually on April 24, 2021 and provided an update on the 2021
Algonquin Trail work plan. The RCATV Club is one of the fastest growing
clubs in Ontario with over 1,000 members in 2020 and anticipate further
growth in 2021.
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3.

Public Notice for Noxious Weeds
Attached as Appendix FORGIS-III is the annual Public Notice to Residents
and Property Owners in Renfrew County regarding Noxious Weeds as part
of the Weed Control Act of Ontario requirements.

4.

GIS – Next Generation (NG) 9-1-1 [Strategic Plan Goal No. 3]
NG9-1-1 is the transition of 9-1-1 from analogue systems to IP-based
systems. Attached as Appendix FORGIS-IV is information on the change that
will enhance emergency number (9-1-1) services to create a faster, more
resilient system allowing voice, data, photos, videos and text messages to
flow seamlessly from the public to 9-1-1.
In preparation for NG9-1-1 the County of Renfrew GIS staff has started
creating data points for civic addressed locations. Support is required from
the local municipalities to verify that these point addresses are correct and
also help maintain these GIS civic address points. Staff has created a
GeoForm Application and web map that the municipalities can use to add in
new civic address points.

5.

Staffing Update
Mr. Steve Gair has accepted a four-month contract as the County of
Renfrew’s Trail Coordinator. Mr. Gair’s focus will be upkeep and
maintenance of County Trails such as removal of fallen trees from trails,
installing signage, install and/or repair fencing.

RESOLUTIONS
6.

Black Ash Protection and Recovery [Strategic Plan Goal No. 1]

Recommendation: THAT the Development and Property Committee recommend
that staff prepare a response in advance of the May 27, 2021 deadline for early
engagement on the protection and recovery approach on Black Ash similar to
previous responses by the County of Renfrew to the Province concerning
restrictive Butternut regulations.
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Background
On April 27, 2021, the Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in
Ontario’s (COSSARO) annual report on species assessments was posted on
the Environmental Registry of Ontario by the Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks (MECP). The report includes new species assessed
and listed as “At Risk”. This posting was an information notice, as the
designations made by COSSARO do not require consultation and are advice
to MECP. One of seven species newly listed as endangered is Black Ash
(Fraxinus nigra), which is common to forests and lowlands in Renfrew
County but currently being attacked across much of its range by Emerald
Ash Borer (EAB), an invasive beetle.
The implications are that upon listing under the Endangered Species Act
(ESA), species that are classified as endangered or threatened are
automatically protected from being killed, harmed or harassed. These
protections also include prohibitions on the possession, transportation,
purchase and sale of endangered or threatened species. The damage or
destruction of the habitat for species that are listed as endangered or
threatened under the ESA is also automatically prohibited. While the details
on how this protection will be implemented have not yet been set, this
implies that cutting or incidental felling of black ash during development or
forest management will be prohibited, along with the filling in or
disturbance of swales or other habitat that black ash may grow in.
County Forestry staff have already filled in the survey posted on the listing.
Staff are communicating with other organizations on responses, and
recommend a more formal response be submitted to MECP from the
County of Renfrew.
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Appendix VIII
REAL PROPERTY ASSETS DIVISION REPORT
Prepared by: Craig Kelley, Director of Development and Property
Prepared for: Development and Property Committee
May 11, 2021

INFORMATION
1.

Real Property – Projects Update [Strategic Plan Goal No. 2 (a)]
Attached as Appendix RP-I is a summary report of all projects currently
underway that involve the Real Property Assets Division. Details on each
project are included in the comments section.

2.

Real Property – 2021 Capital and Capital Under Threshold Projects
[Strategic Plan Goal No. 2 (a)]
Attached as Appendix RP-II is a summary report of capital and capital under
threshold projects approved in the 2021 budget.

3.

Service Delivery Improvement Project (SDIP)/County Administration
Building Renovations [Strategic Plan Goal No. 3 (b)]
Mr. Kelley and Mr. Foss will be providing an update to Committee on the
to-date budget and current financial situation.
• Due to COVID-19 concerns, the site was shutdown for a 2-week period.
Construction resumed May 5th.
• Community Services moved into the building on May 5 and 6.
• The lease at Lake Street will be in place until the end of June to act as
our storage repository of surplus equipment and furniture, until such
time as the renovation project is complete and items are disposed or
and/or reallocated.
• The large entrance sign was installed May 5 and 6. Training will take
place shortly on use of the digital information board.
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Appendix IX

PLANNING DIVISION REPORT
Prepared by: Craig Kelley, Director of Development and Property
Prepared for: Development and Property Committee
May 11, 2021
INFORMATION
1.

Staffing Update
Welcome to Alex Benzie, our new Intern in the Planning Division. Alex
comes to us from the University of Waterloo where she is currently
pursuing her Master of Arts, Planning degree. Alex has worked in the
private sector for several years and is now looking to further her skills as a
municipal planner. Alex will be with us until the end of August and will play
an important role in assisting us with our current capacity to complete files
in our system.

2.

Proposed Changes to Certain Land Division Provisions in the Planning Act
The government is proposing changes to the Planning Act related to control
of the division of land (subdivision control (Section 50), plans of subdivision
(Section 51), consents (Section 53) and validations (Section 57)), as well as
other housekeeping or consequential changes to the Act. A summary of the
changes is available on the Environmental Registry of Ontario Number 0193495 and comments can be made until May 25, 2021.

RESOLUTIONS
3.

Recreational Cannabis in Ontario and Land Use Planning [Strategic Plan
Goal No. 3(b)]

Recommendation: THAT the Development and Property Committee recommend
to County Council that, with approval from the Finance and Administration
Committee, funds be used from the Cannabis Reserve Fund to undertake a land
use planning study with respect to cannabis cultivation, production and
processing in the County or study area region;
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AND FURTHER THAT the study include evaluating potential associated impacts on
sensitive land uses and recommending an approach for zoning cannabis
production facilitates, and that the authors of the study consider and report upon
any other land use planning considerations as relevant and deemed appropriate;
AND FURTHER THAT this project be done in partnership with local municipalities.
Background
County of Renfrew Planning staff have been engaged with several lower
tier municipalities as they seek clarification on zoning matters as they
pertain to cannabis cultivation, production and processing in their region(s).
The legalization of recreational cannabis in Canada has caused local
municipalities in Ontario to attempt to discern how the related Federal and
Provincial legislation framework impacts their communities. Legalization
affects land use planning in two forms: zoning related to retail use, and
zoning related to production.
Recreational Cannabis RetaiI Sales and Zoning/Land Use As per Section
42(2) of the Cannabis Licencing Act:
"the authority to pass a by-law under section 34, 38 or 41 of the
Planning Act does not include the authority to pass a by-law that has the
effect of distinguishing between a use of land, a building or a structure
that includes the sale of cannabis and a use of land, a building or a
structure that does not include the sale of cannabis."
Section 34 of the Planning Act relates to zoning by-laws, Section 38 to
interim control by-laws and Section 41 to site plan control by-laws.
Municipalities have, within their powers, the permitted right to impose
zoning requirements on land being developed, such as separation distances
from sensitive land uses (i.e. residential, institutional, open space, etc.).
However, current cannabis regulations remove the ability for municipalities
such autonomy in many instances. For the purposes of this report and
recommendation, planning staff have focused their efforts and
conversations on the product of cannabis as many municipalities are
already familiar with retail operations and have taken appropriate steps at
this time to determine where they could be located in their communities.
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Production of Cannabis
A licence is required from Health Canada in order to cultivate (i.e. grow)
cannabis in Canada, whether it be for commercial, medical or recreational
purposes. There are three types of licences where licensees would be
permitted to grow cannabis indoors/outdoors, subject to meeting a
number of imposed conditions and requirements of the licence. The three
types of cannabis cultivation licences include:
i. standard licence
ii. micro-licence
iii. nursery licence.
In addition to permitting the growing of cannabis, a standard and micro
cultivation licence also permits the drying, trimming and milling of cannabis
as ancillary uses. Whereas, a nursery licence only permits the drying of
cannabis as an ancillary use. ln accordance with the regulations, cannabis
must be produced, packaged, labelled, stored, sampled and tested indoors.
It should also be pointed out that municipal zoning requirements must be
complied with when cultivating/producing cannabis under any of the three
licences noted above.
Cannabis production in Ontario is a relatively new land use and the
potential impacts on sensitive land uses are not fully understood. What we
are seeing, in several municipalities, is a number of producers establishing
themselves without permission or consultation. There have been significant
impacts to neighbours, entrances, and local officials who do not have a
clear path forward for approvals, or otherwise. During County staff's
conversation with local municipalities that reached out for guidance, some
of the main concerns were with regards to security, access, lighting, water
supply, effluent and drainage, and noxious odours.
At this point, three municipalities have passed and imposed an interim
control by-law that prohibits cannabis production facilities until a study is
completed to determine compatible land use impacts and methods of
regulation. These three municipalities have asked the County of Renfrew to
complete this study, but we do not have the capacity to do so within the
timelines required.
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